
WEST SURREY 
BADGER GROUP 
NEWS

W
EST SURREY

B
A

D

G E R  G R O
U

P

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Summer has been and gone and what a summer it was! The hot weather 
with little, if any, rainfall made foraging difficult for badgers, together with 
a growing number of developments taking away their natural foraging 
grounds. Badgers have had to travel further afield for food, bringing them 
into conflict with roads and gardens. Fortunately, homeowners 
contacting WSBG reporting badgers in their gardens for the first time 
have all been delighted, putting out food and, most importantly, water, 
vital in helping badgers maintain their weight as they head towards 
winter.  


I have had to travel fairly far and wide following reports of developments 
on land with resident badgers. At Langley Vale, Epsom, I conducted a 
partial survey on the site where, due to heavy undergrowth, I was not 
able to find a sett.  However, I did find evidence that there were badgers 
present by way of latrines and hairs. 


I also travelled to Wimbledon, where residents reported a landowner had 
been cutting down trees and clearing undergrowth in a protected 
woodland where there were badgers.   Again, due to heavy undergrowth, 
I was only able to survey part of the site but found 2 active badger setts.   
I was able to mount trail cameras and obtained footage of badgers 
leaving one of them.  


To update you all about previous cases involving lack of action by Surrey 
Police, I am reporting 3 cases to His Majesty’s Inspector of Police.   
These are firstly the M25 interchange at Wisley, where 5 setts have been 
destroyed without licence or mitigation measures;  secondly, Pembroke 
House, Valley End Road, where a landowner dug into an active badger 
sett in order to retrieve his dog, causing considerable damage and a 
probationary officer dealing with the case had decided that only “strong 
advice” was sufficient; the third case was at East Shalford Lane where 
the landowner used a tractor and agricultural mower to cut back a 
bramble thicket, the “arisings” being left blocking several entrances to an 
11-hole active badger sett.  I hope to report positive outcomes from 
pursuing these cases in the next newsletter!


Best wishes to you all and thank you for your continued support.


Bob Shatwell

CHAIRMAN, WSBG

DIARY 
DATES


BADGER WATCHING

Come along to our 
exclusive hide near Tilford.


Sat 24 January 2026  

Banish the January blues 
with a night out with live 
badgers! Females should 
be showing signs of 
pregnancy.    


Sat 11 April 2026          

By now the cubs will have 
been born and should be 
starting to explore.


These sessions are free to 
members, but if you know 
of any non-members that 
would like to attend there 
will be a charge of £10.


It is recommended that you 
book early as places are 
strictly limited.


If you would like to attend, 
please call on 07818 
441148 or email 
wsbgchairman@gmail.com


Further details will be sent 
out once you have booked 
your place.


Autumn 2025
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WELCOME TO 
OUR NEW 
MEMBERS


Welcome to all the new 
WSBG members who have 
joined this year, your 
support of our work will be 
invaluable. 


WSBG is always looking for 
more volunteers to help 
with events, help with 
rescues/releases, and to 
train as sett surveyors and 
local field officers. 


Do get in contact if you can 
offer any help. We are 
planning volunteer training 
events in the spring which 
you will be invited to attend, 
and you will be given the full 
support of WSBG at all 
times.


Thank you!

Badgers and Development 

by Mike Tibbotts, Local Field Officer

As members will know we are always trying to build up a picture of where 
badgers are living in our communities. This way if a new development is 
proposed we can understand how they might be affected and take any 
mitigating steps where possible and practical to do so.


So if you think there might be a badger sett on a site under threat of 
development near you, then please let us know so that we can carry out a 
sett survey and, ideally,  put up camera traps to establish their presence. 
This will help us build a picture of foraging areas and any wildlife corridors 
they may be using, all of which form part of the habitat they need to thrive 
and survive. We can also add them to our database of confirmed active 
sett locations for future reference and monitoring in the face of mounting 
pressures on badgers from development. 


Please contact us either via wsbg@wsbg.co.uk or call 07726 929681.

WSBG NEWS

Good news – the badgers are back at Urnfield!

by Bob Shatwell

You may recall that an active 5-hole main badger sett was closed without 
mitigation in order that Tormead School (Guildford) could build an 
artificial grass hockey pitch surrounded by an athletic track. The school 
sports ground is located on a site historically known as Urnfield and, 
despite vociferous local opposition, the badger sett was largely closed 
using one-way gates. I have regularly monitored the sett and I am jubilant 
to report that within 2 days of the gates being removed in July, WSBG 
trail cams captured footage of 2 badgers checking the sett out and 
disappearing down one of the reopened holes. Finally, a good news 
story!
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SPEAKERS 
NEEDED


WSBG is actively looking 
for speakers for our 
schedule of group 
meetings and the AGM.


If you know anyone, who 
would be willing to speak at 
our meetings, or would be 
happy to yourself, please 
get in touch with me and I 
can give you further details 
of what is involved.


Bob Shatwell

Chairman

wsbgchairman@gmail.com

“WE ARE ALWAYS 
LOOKING FOR 

VOLUNTEERS TO 
FURTHER HELP 

WITH OUR 
WORK. PLEASE 

GET IN CONTACT 
IF YOU THINK 

YOU CAN SPARE 
THE TIME.”

Badgers Confirmed at Guildford Golf Club

by Clare Harrington, Local Field Officer

I have been aware of badger activity near where I live in Merrow 
(Guildford) for a number of years, even spotting a badger in my garden 
on one occasion. But it was only when I contacted WSBG for the first 
time several years ago that I discovered there was a known and active 
sett at the end of my road, on Guilford Golf course.  As a result of that first 
contact with WSBG, I became a member and am now training as a sett 
surveyor and local field officer, under the expert & watchful eye of our 
Chairman Bob. Most recently, having noticed some suspicious human 
activity in the vicinity of the sett, I set up two trail cams to check what was 
going on. To my delight, I obtained LOTS of fantastic footage from two 
sett holes of at least 3 badgers coming & going, bringing in bundle after 
bundle of new bedding to see them through the winter. Happily, no 
human interference of the sett was seen, but it is a 19-hole sett that I will 
be keeping a very close eye on in the future.

BADGER TRUST NEWSLETTER & BADGER WATCH APP


As well as hearing from the WSBG regularly, you may also wish to sign up for the Badger Trust 
newsletter to keep up to date on national badger news, the cull, proposed changes to planning 
legislation and how you can help or get involved. 

Sign up here:  Badger Trust newsletter


The Badger Trust have also produced a fantastic smartphone app, free to download, that allows 
you recognise, record and report instances of badger crime anywhere in the UK.

Find out more here:  Badger Watch App
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CONTACT INFORMATION

EMERGENCY CONTACTS  

Police: 999

Surrey Police (Wildlife Crime) Call 101 to report an incident and ask for the Wildlife Crime Officer to

be made aware. Make sure you get a Crime Reference Number.

Wildlife Aid (Leatherhead) Emergency Helpline: 01372 360404 or www.wildlifeaid.org.uk

RSPCA: 0300 1234 999

WSBG: 07726 929681


WSBG COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Bob Shatwell, Chairman 07818 441148 (wsbgchairman@gmail.com)

Brendon Hollands, Treasurer

Secretary (Nicola), (wsbgsec@gmail.com)

Membership Secretary (Jenine), (wsbgmembers@gmail.com)


WSBG Email: wsbg@wsbg.co.uk 
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Looking after 

the badgers of 

West Surrey!


Join us


Donate


Report
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Watch This Space


We are currently in the process 
of updating the existing WSBG 
website. We will let you know 
as soon as it goes live ….!

Join Us

Donate

Report

SEASONAL 
TIPS & 
ADVICE FOR 
THE AUTUMN


Take care on the roads as the 
nights get longer, road 
conditions are wet and slippy 
but badgers are still very 
much out & about! 


Report any dead or injured 
badgers OR suspicious 
behaviour to our emergency 
mobile number below:


07726 929681


🦡
Give Way

i

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!


WSBG is hoping to send out more regular (quarterly) newsletters to our 
members and we would LOVE to hear from you! If you have any 
badger-related stories, encounters or advice that you would be happy 
for us to publish in the next edition, please get in contact via 
wsbg@wsbg.co.uk and mark your email NEWSLETTER. 

Deadline for the spring newsletter is Friday 16th January 2026.

@
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GALLERY

WSBG is lucky enough to have an expert wildlife 
photographer amongst its volunteers – Mike 
Tibbotts. Here is a selection of his fantastic shots 
of badgers encountered on his local patch, wider 
travels and at our exclusive badger watching hide 
in the Surrey countryside.


We would love to feature your 
photos in future newsletters, so 
please send them to us via 
wsbg@wsbg.co.uk. We look 
forward to receiving them!

All images © Mike Tibbotts
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