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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

At the AGM on the 18th April, it was with a very heavy heart 
that I tendered my resignation as Chair of the group. This 
has been entirely due to health issues but I am not deserting 
the group in its hour of need, but intend staying on as a 
senior field officer concentrating my efforts on Woking & the 
surrounding areas. I’ve met & made good friends with many 
of our members, & I look forward to keeping in contact with 
them at future WSBG events.


Having been a member of the group for over 30 years & 
Chair for some 5 years, I would not want the group to fold 
because we can’t find a replacement Chair. Do please 
consider volunteering. It doesn’t have to be an onerous 
position, you can do as much as you wish & would have the 
support of a fantastic committee & an excellent team of 
local field officers. I will give as much time & experience as I 
can to help anyone settle in. Believe me when I say it is a 
post giving a lot of pleasure. I would like to take this 
opportunity to thank the committee & others for the most 
amazing retirement presents that I received at the AGM.


In the field, I’ve been busy with various planning proposals 
on sites involving badgers. At one, my discovery of 2 active 
badger setts at a site called Heath Drive in Send resulted in 
Guildford BC twice refusing permission for a development. 
At another, Nichols Field, the plan to convert the site to 
allotments may be refused based on my evidence of badger 
activity & advice that their presence could potentially 
hamper any attempts at food growing! I have also become 
involved in an ongoing campaign by some West Clandon 
residents fighting 2 housing developments on green belt 
land, again finding evidence of badgers that I hope will help 
their cause.


The fight for badgers continues!


With very best wishes,


Bob Shatwell

OUTGOING CHAIRMAN, WSBG

DIARY 
DATES


BADGER WATCHING

Come along to our exclusive 
hide near Tilford. The next 
session will be:


Friday 15th May  2026          


These sessions are free to 
members, but if you know of 
any non-members that would 
like to attend there is a charge 
of £20 per guest.


It is recommended that you 
book early as places are strictly 
limited to 8 people.


If you would like to attend, 
please call on 07818 441148 
or email 
wsbgchairman@gmail.com


Further details will be sent out 
once you have booked your 
place.





WILDLIFE AID OPEN 
WEEKEND

Saturday 18th & 

Sunday 19th July 2026

Randalls Farmhouse,

Randalls Road, Leatherhead, 
Surrey KT22 0AL

Free parking.

Under 5s go free.

For more details, visit the 
Wildlife Aid website.


SPRING 2026

mailto:wsbgchairman@gmail.com
https://wildlifeaid.org.uk/open-weekend/
mailto:wsbgchairman@gmail.com
https://wildlifeaid.org.uk/open-weekend/
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WSBG NEWS

Badger rescues & rehabs

Pete Eggleton, Local Field 
Officer

Early spring is the time when we see & 
help several “rump wound” badgers, 
reflecting the breeding period when 
badgers, both male & female, are 
forced out often with considerable 
physical violence by sows keen to 
defend their cubs. These itinerant badgers may 
then come in contact with males in other areas & receive a 
good hiding for their trouble.


The general rule of thumb for releasing wildlife after hospital treatment 
is to do so back in the area the animal came from. In the case of 
badgers, we have to give rather more consideration to the individual’s 
circumstances before doing so.


If the badger has been hit by a car, been released from being trapped 
or recovered from a sickness, then releasing it where found is the best 
plan (or nearby after pre-release checks have identified a suitable 
place). However, it should be remembered that in spring & autumn 
there are peaks in badgers dispersing from territories & wondering 
across unfamiliar roads.  


Coming up with a release plan for badgers who have been taken to 
hospital for territorial rump wound repairs needs more detailed 
thought.  Rump wound badgers are often found sheltering around 
properties in garages, sheds, barns & stables. Setts may be some 
considerable distance away. The reality for many of these badgers is 
that they are roaming about with no homes to go to, so it is necessary 
to spend time formulating a release plan. If there are several setts 
nearby it may be appropriate to pick a sensible point to release where 
they can run off, sort themselves out & find some way back home or 
else where to keep out of trouble. They may or may not know the 
territory.  We quite often find situations where a return to rescue point 
is not at all sensible & a life restart in pastures new is the best way 
forward. 


WSBG has recently assisted in the release of 4 rump wound badgers 
that have been treated at Wildlife Aid - 2 back to the area they came 
from and another 2 in new areas.


One badger was rescued close to the centre of Godalming High 
Street. It wasn’t sensible to release the badger back in that 
location. Looking at the map we realised there were several setts 700 

MEMBERSHIP 
NEWS


Thank you to all our members 
that have recently renewed 
their subscriptions and a very 
warm welcome to any new 
members that have joined us. 
Your support of our work is 
much appreciated. 


If you haven’t already, please 
set up your annual renewal via 
standing order, using the 
details below:


West Surrey Badger Group

The Co-operative Bank 
Account No: 65427110 

Sort Code: 08-92-99  


If you are eligible and pay 
enough tax, please consider 
gift aiding your membership 
subscription, as it helps us to 
increase our income at no cost 
to you.  If you are a higher rate 
taxpayer you can also reclaim 
some money from your tax bill.


If your email address or other 
contact details change, you can 
let me know by emailing

wsbgmembers@gmail.com


Jennie 

(Membership Secretary)


mailto:wsbgmembers@gmail.com
mailto:wsbgmembers@gmail.com
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Diary of a Local Field Officer

by Clare Harrington

Network Rail Vegetation Clearance


After a local tip-off in Merrow, I learnt of Network Rail’s plans to cut trees, scrub & vegetation either side 
of a stretch of railway line between Effingham Junction & Guildford stations, beginning 31st March 
through to the end of July. Bird nesting season AND the time that badger cubs begin to explore above 
ground. Historic WSBG records showed 2 possible setts along this stretch so I, along with some other 
local campaigners, complained to NR that this work should be postponed. So many complained in fact 
that NR ended up holding a public PR “drop-in” session to try to appease local opposition, but with little 
reassurance other than to say “no honestly, we love wildlife too” & that the necessary checks will be 
carried out. There are many of us still pursuing this & I hope that WSBG at least might be able to visit a 
site where NR have identified a badger sett to advise on whether it is active or not. Recent bad press for 
NR on the blocking of both swift & sand martin nests during works elsewhere do not instil much 
confidence. The case continues …!


Badger Sett on Guildford Golf Course


I continue to monitor the badger sett very near to me on my daily dog walks & was absolutely horrified 
to walk through the area a few weeks ago to the sound of industrial machinery & a man sitting on a 
digger in a garden that backs on to where the sett is, literally within metres of one of the entrance holes. 
I got home & calmly phoned the garden company whose vans were parked at the property to advise 

to 800 meters to the East of the town centre. Maybe the badger 
originally came from that area so would know the land. The number of 
setts would give him scope to find somewhere to keep his head down 
and out of trouble. Before the release we located an unused outlier 
sett towards the edge of the area by checking for a week that it was out 
of use & on release day we tipped the badger into that sett giving him 
another chance to continue his life.


Another badger was rescued by the RSPCA from a stable in the 
Liphook area. We carried out a pre-release check & discovered an 
unused outlier about 200 meters from the stable & roughly mid 
distance between two main setts. So we released the badger into that 
outlier & from there he was free to sort his life out going forward.


The third badger was rescued by the RSPCA from a built-up area in 
Morden.  It would not be doing a homeless badger any favours by 
releasing him back there.  We found an unused outlier on the edge of a 
territory in a more sensible area with scope & he was released there. It 
was a similar situation for a forth badger rescued by the East Surrey 
Group.  


So, all in all a busy time for badger rescues, each one needing careful 
consideration & planning on our part, but a worthwhile & rewarding 
activity nonetheless. If you are interested in volunteering with 
rescues, with full training & support from the group, please get in 
contact via contactwsbg@gmail.com. 

DONATIONS


It has never been easier to 
donate to WSBG, giving vital 
funds to support our work. 


Our new website has a 
DONATE button that allows 
you make a secure, one-off 
payment of any amount via 
Paypal.


£10 will buy us memory cards, 
rechargeable batteries or 
padlocks for a trail camera.


£20 will buy us food supplies 
for rescues or badger-watching.


£50 will buy a new surveillance 
camera or rescue cage.

mailto:contactwsbg@gmail.com
https://www.wsbg.org.uk/donate
mailto:contactwsbg@gmail.com
https://www.wsbg.org.uk/donate
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WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!


We would love to include YOU in our quarterly newsletter, so if you 
have any badger-related stories, encounters, photos or advice that 
you would be happy for us to publish in the next edition, please get in 
contact via wsbgcomms@gmail.com and mark your email 
NEWSLETTER. 


The deadline for submitting content for the summer newsletter is 
Wednesday 15th July 2026.

@
SEASONAL 
TIPS & ADVICE 
FOR THE 
SPRING


Badgers are now far more 
active foraging for food and 
cubs will be exploring 
above ground for the first 
time. Road casualties will 
inevitably increase so, as 
always, please urgently 
report any dead or injured 
badgers so that our 
volunteers can check for 
lactating females or 
orphaned cubs that could 
be rescued.


Drier conditions might 
cause conflict with 
gardeners as badgers 
forage in prized lawns for 
leather jacket (cranefly) or 
may bug larvae. Advice on 
how to live with badgers 
can be found here.


WSBG Emergency 
Mobile: 


07726 929681


i

SITUATION VACANT                                                                           
CHAIRPERSON FOR THE WSBG


With Bob Shatwell stepping down as our Chair at the end of April, we 
are beginning the process of looking for our next Chairperson. In the 
meantime, long-standing WSBG volunteer Pete Eggleton will be 
acting as Chair until a suitable replacement can be appointed.


If you think this is something that interests you or you know someone 
who would like to take up the reins, please get in contact. It is a 
voluntary role, with any expenses reimbursed & requiring a 
commitment of no more than 2-4 days per month. 


Further details about the role , including a job description and person 
specification, can be requested via contactwsbg@gmail.com.


them of the badger sett, and convey my urgent concerns about the highly destructive nature of the 
work during bird nesting season. To cut another long story short, Bob & I both visited the property & 
spoke with the owner (who I know) and the garden company to advise on a course of action, & what 
could & couldn’t be done within a certain distance of the sett. It beggars belief that property owners 
and, more worryingly, garden companies, are unaware of the necessary checks that should be 
carried out at this time of year, never mind actually avoiding such work altogether until autumn/winter.


At the same sett, I put out 2 cameras in the hope of confirming that the sett was still active (in light of 
the above) & to capture any cubs that may be present. Most of the footage was of mice eating the 
peanuts I had put out, but I did get sight of 1 badger at least. Most alarmingly, however, was footage of 
at least 2 different dog owners allowing their dogs to run loose around the sett sniffing at entrance 
holes without any attempt to prevent them entering the sett. One dog DID repeatedly enter a sett hole 
I had a camera on, while the owner stood there doing nothing. All of it, including the dog’s name & a 
good view of the owner was caught on film & I have now spoken with her as I bumped into her the 
other day. I very diplomatically told her about the legalities of a dog entering an active sett, the 
dangers to her dog (especially from a sow with cubs) & the law around getting a dog out of a sett if it 
gets stuck. She promised me she would avoid the area altogether now, or at least keep her dog on a 
lead! The Badger Trust have produced a really useful factsheet about dogs entering badger setts 
which can be found on this page of their website.


https://www.badgertrust.org.uk/badger-crime-types-of-badger-crime
https://www.badgertrust.org.uk/living-with-badgers-guide
mailto:wsbgcomms@gmail.com
mailto:wsbgcomms@gmail.com
mailto:contactwsbg@gmail.com
mailto:contactwsbg@gmail.com
https://www.badgertrust.org.uk/badger-crime-types-of-badger-crime
https://www.badgertrust.org.uk/living-with-badgers-guide
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GALLERY

We would love to feature your photos in future 
newsletters, so please send them to us via 
wsbgcomms@gmail.com. We look forward to 
receiving them!

Photo credits © Brendon Hollands
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New WSBG website is 
now LIVE!


www.wsbg.org.uk 


Please let your friends & family know how 
they can join or donate to support our 
work.

Join Us

Donate

Report

A BIG thank 
you to Clare & 

Antony 
Harrington for 
all their hard 

work in 
creating our 

new website!

http://www.wsbg.org.uk
mailto:wsbgcomms@gmail.com
http://www.wsbg.org.uk
mailto:wsbgcomms@gmail.com
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Thoughts on living with badgers in our gardens 

by WSBG member, Alison Sullivan

'Be careful’ I was told, ‘there are badgers under 
that tree stump’. There weren’t, but they were 
very close, on the other side of our chain link 
fence, where three gardens met.  But I had to wait 
about 60 years to actually see the badgers, who 
had been travelling through our family garden in 
the dark hours, past that tree stump to forage in 
the woody ends of nearby gardens.

 

As long standing residents moved out, amateur 
and professional developers moved in, clearing 
land, installing sturdy fences in place of hedging 
and covering the gardens with house extensions, 
outdoor kitchens and offices, plastic grass, 
paving and gravel. Following the demise of 
elderly neighbours next door, where the badger 
sett had been for decades, developers put up a 
dense wooden fence, disguising a mini digger 
which ploughed through the sett. As far as I could 
tell, three badgers managed to dig themselves 
out through the glass and flint filled sandy soil, 
attempting to surface into the paved adjacent 
property, but forced to continue and exit into my 
garden.

 

I caught the odd glimpse of these traumatised, 
thin, bedraggled and bloodied animals as they 
grabbed what they could from the fox food that I 
provided at dusk. They laid low for a couple of 
years, then contractors started to pull up the 
slabs in the paved garden, exposing their new 
sett. Suspecting disruption, I had booked a sett 
survey and registration with our local field officer 
which took place just days before. On polite 
challenge, the contractors were dismissive but 
eventually stopped destroying the sett when our 
field officer sent me a useful email to advise them 
of the correct procedure.

 

Later, the property owners had a visit from our 
Chairman who was able to advise them about 
constructing an artificial sett, beneath the patio 
and exiting into my property. When winter arrived, 
freezing weather caused a pipe to burst in the 
poorly installed outdoor kitchen, over the original 
sett.  


As the newly developed property was still vacant, 
the water gushed out for several days, flooding 
the new artificial sett and flowing downhill to 
surround the holidaying neighbour's house, like a 
lake.


Eventually help arrived via the Fire Service, who 
were marvellous and stopped the water escape.  

The female badger was about to have cubs, now 
soaking wet, freezing cold, stained sepia brown 
from the iron rich soil and taking refuge under my 
garden shed. Despite this grim treatment, she 
produced three healthy looking baby badgers 
who are now about one year old.

 

Disappointingly, although an artificial sett was 
secured, protections and support in place, 
constant problems presented. All surrounding 
neighbours blocked fences, depriving the 
badgers of their foraging route for at least the past 
60 years, corralling them into my garden. Hostility 
towards the badgers was extended to me with 
blame levied for 'attracting' the badgers and 
foxes.

 

It seemed impossible to regain a stable situation 
for the badgers and I struggled for a few months 
figuring out 'What problem am I trying to solve?’. 
Having almost no knowledge about badgers, I 
was slow to understand the situation. Eventually 
it occurred to me in that I was looking at a 
'destroyed natural system' of badgers, sett and 
supporting habitat. I suspected that there had 
been some level of human patronage in the past 
as the old male badger seemed to recognise 
patio doors as a source of help and wait by them.  

 

The system now comprised an artificial sett 
beneath concrete and corralled badgers, plus 
three youngsters, all excluded from their forage 
area within a deeply hostile environment. I had to 
supply supplemental foods, judging nutritional 
adequacy by visual assessment of body fat, food 
and fluids consumed, general health and 
behaviour. Not ideal, however they seem well!
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The garden was being stripped of all bulbs, 
corms, tubers and greenery.  I found that the 
badgers required much bedding which I supplied 
by offering ivy, shrub prunings and bamboo 
shoots, plus shredded paper and dry autumn 
leaves. 

 

The situation remains dynamic with renewed 
digging this spring, adding to the impressive 
(approx. 40 ton) spoil heap of dusty sand/clay soil 
generously peppered with huge flints, metal, 
glass, concrete and splintered fencing. Long 
forgotten pottery and childhood toys have been 
thrown up such as Lego parts and a well 
preserved Rolls Royce Phantom (sadly only a few 
inches long).

 

The badgers are now precariously stranded in a 
garden surrounded by hostile humans and busy 
roads - what are the options? I considered 
relocation for all of us - having explored the 
option, it is not impossible but complex.

 

So, back to the question of 'What is the problem?' 
and another answer - this appears to be a 
'community problem' in that the sett now affects 
three properties. Regarding natural, life-
sustaining nutrition, safe and adequate foraging 
requires access to multiple properties, therefore 
not something that I can solve alone. It seems 
that badger damage is minimised or absent, if 
they are allowed through gardens, as had been 
the case for many years, without problem.


What I am asking now is how can these badgers 
be accommodated, protected and supported in 

this new semi natural system within a presently 
hostile community? Again, not impossible but a 
challenge!  I am exploring a few ideas, such as 
local authority adjustment to property banding for 
council tax. This proposed adjustment would 
favour properties that offer sett location; a smaller 
consideration for those permitting safe and 
appropriate forage access. To offset cost, an 
increase (in perpetuity) for all properties on land 
where badgers have been displaced.

 

Another thought is the possibility of legal badger 
foraging rights and local authority establishment 
of safe routes for forage and socialising, for 
badgers and foxes, through residential areas, 
maybe using badger gates and tunnels.

 

Overall, my limited experience persuades me that 
badgers living in our gardens is generally not 
good for badgers, property or humans, but 
becoming a necessity that may require hybrid 
systems and gaining community support. With 
increasing urbanisation, it seems evermore vital 
to identify and protect existing setts and to do our 
best to keep wild animals safe in the wild.

 

Any views, advice and donations of raw peanuts 
will be gratefully received!

 

A big THANK YOU to our indispensable and 
dedicated badger experts, Bob and Paul, who 
have helped me and the badgers so generously. 

 

 

 

 


Badger Watching - A Thank You

We enjoyed a badger-watching evening recently in a beautiful Surrey woodland setting. We’d 
been warned that the badgers may make a late showing but we’d hardly sat down in our hide before 
the first badger arrived from the bluebell woods into the clearing in front of us. Then a gap before 2 
more arrived. Another gap & 2 more appeared, all keeping our small group very well entertained & 
perfectly focused for just under three hours. The last badgers to appear were so close to us that we 
were almost literally holding our breath & you could have heard a pin drop in the silence. 


What an amazing and memorable experience it was, watching these beautiful creatures, noses to the 
ground sniffing out the very tempting peanut butter and nuts, completely oblivious to our presence. 
Thank you Bob and all our fellow watchers for a wonderful evening. 


Maggie & Rosie
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BADGER TRUST NEWS IN BRIEF

End of the badger cull?

The Badger Trust has welcomed confirmation from DEFRA (Dept of Environment, Farming & Rural 
Affairs) in March that the badger cull in England has ended (although a licence still exists in 
Cumbria). However, the Badger Trust is amongst several NGOs that remain concerned that 
legislation still exists that could permit culling in the future & urges this and subsequent governments 
to focus on cattle-based solutions to eradicating Bovine TB. Further info can be found here.


London Rally to end Trail Hunting - Sat 9th May - 3.15 to 4.30 pm  - Old Palace Yard, SW1P 3JY

Join guest speakers Chris Packham, Megan McCubbin & badger allies The League Against Cruel 
Sports (LACS) at a peaceful event calling on the public to take part in the government’s consultation 
on trail hunting and help bring an end to hunting with hounds for good. Sign up to attend here. 
Information from the LACS about the trail hunting consultation and how you can respond to it can be 
found here. The consultation closes at 11.59 pm on Thurs 18th June 2026.


Badger Trust Symposium - Saturday 24th October 2026

This annual event brings together renowned experts to present sessions on a wide range of badger-
related topics, including the the impact of new planning legislation, rescue and rehabilitation, 
campaigning, crime and badger ecology. You will also have a unique opportunity to connect with 
people – like you – who are passionate, engaged and involved in the fascinating world of badgers.

Find out more and book your ticket here.


Sign up for the latest Badger Trust news straight to your inbox here.


EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Police 999

Surrey Police (Wildlife Crime) Call 101 to 
report an incident and ask for the Wildlife Crime 
Officer to be made aware. Make sure you get a 
Crime Reference Number.

Wildlife Aid (Leatherhead) 

Emergency Helpline 01372 360404 or 
www.wildlifeaid.org.uk

RSPCA 0300 1234 999

WSBG 07726 929681 To report dead/injured 
badgers, suspicious behaviour, or organise a 
rescue.


WSBG COMMITTEE 
MEMBERS

Pete Eggleton, Acting Chair 
(contactwsbg@gmail.com)

Bob Shatwell, Senior Field Officer 

(wsbgchairman@gmail.com)

Brendon Hollands, Treasurer

Secretary (Nicola), (wsbgsec@gmail.com)

Membership Secretary (Jennie), 
(wsbgmembers@gmail.com)

Communications Officer/Newsletter 
Editor (Clare), 
(wsbgcomms@gmail.com)


General WSBG enquiries, 
bookings etc 
contactwsbg@gmail.com  

**new email address!**

CONTACT INFORMATION
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https://www.badgertrust.org.uk/post/end-of-the-badger-cull-licences
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/london-rally-with-chris-packham-tickets-1987490010122?aff=ebdsshcopyurl&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=organizer-profile&utm-share-source=organizer-profile
https://www.league.org.uk/news-and-resources/news/a-real-chance-to-protect-badgers/
https://www.badgertrust.org.uk/symposium
https://www.badgertrust.org.uk/newsletter
http://www.wildlifeaid.org.uk
mailto:contactwsbg@gmail.com
mailto:wsbgchairman@gmail.com
mailto:wsbgsec@gmail.com
mailto:wsbgmembers@gmail.com
mailto:wsbgcomms@gmail.com
mailto:wsbg@wsbg.co.uk
http://www.wildlifeaid.org.uk
mailto:contactwsbg@gmail.com
mailto:wsbgchairman@gmail.com
mailto:wsbgsec@gmail.com
mailto:wsbgmembers@gmail.com
mailto:wsbgcomms@gmail.com
mailto:wsbg@wsbg.co.uk
https://www.badgertrust.org.uk/post/end-of-the-badger-cull-licences
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/london-rally-with-chris-packham-tickets-1987490010122?aff=ebdsshcopyurl&utm-campaign=social&utm-content=attendeeshare&utm-medium=discovery&utm-term=organizer-profile&utm-share-source=organizer-profile
https://www.league.org.uk/news-and-resources/news/a-real-chance-to-protect-badgers/
https://www.badgertrust.org.uk/symposium
https://www.badgertrust.org.uk/newsletter

