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CHAIRMAN’S REPORT

Winter is a quiet time of year in the world of badgers. They 
spend a lot of time underground, perhaps foraging on 
milder evenings and replacing bedding in readiness for the 
cold weather and the birth of young in the New Year. So, it 
can also be a quieter time for WSBG, with less rescue call-
outs and no training events or badger-watching at our hide. 
However, work continues on responding to local planning 
applications and to calls from individuals concerned about 
developments, badgers in their garden or suspicious 
behaviour affecting known badger setts. 


Unfortunately for me, I suffered some ill health towards the 
end of 2025, as well as undergoing an operation that left 
me fairly house-bound. For someone used to being out and 
about in the field, this has all been very frustrating!  To this 
end, it is with deep regret that I intend to stand down as 
Chairman of WSBG at the forthcoming AGM in April (see 
Diary Dates). I will, however, continue to be as active in the 
group as I can be as a local field officer for the Woking area, 
as well as supporting our field officers elsewhere. I will 
always be on the end of the phone if needed, and involved 
in training, talks and badger-watching events as much as 
possible.


In the meantime, I will look forward to seeing many of you at 
our forthcoming sett-surveying events, the AGM and to 
watching the badger cubs exploring their new surroundings 
at our hide. I urge you also to get involved in our work as we 
cannot protect badgers without your help. Do get in contact 
in the usual ways if you can volunteer in any way - you will 
have the group’s full support and guidance at all times.


With very best wishes,


Bob Shatwell

CHAIRMAN, WSBG

DIARY 
DATES


BADGER WATCHING

Come along to our exclusive 
hide near Tilford.


Sat 11 April 2026          

By now the cubs will have been 
born and should be starting to 
explore.


These sessions are free to 
members, but if you know of 
any non-members that would 
like to attend there will be a 
charge of £20.


It is recommended that you 
book early as places are strictly 
limited.


If you would like to attend, 
please call on 07818 441148 
or email 
wsbgchairman@gmail.com


Further details will be sent out 
once you have booked your 
place.


WSBG AGM

Sat 18th April 2026

St Mark’s Church, Westfield 
Road, Woking at 1.30 pm.

Full details will be sent out 
nearer the time.


Sett Checking Dates

Sun 22nd Feb 10.30 am, 
Frimley Fuel Allotments.


Sat 28th Feb at 10 am, 
Hoebridge Golf Club.


Sat 7th March, time and 
location TBC.


Sat 14th March at 10.30 am, 
Busbridge near Godalming.

WINTER 2025/26
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WSBG NEWS

Badger Watching Hide near 
Tilford

Pete Eggleton, Local Field Officer

Our hide near Tilford is now fully 
operational and we have held several 
successful badger watching evenings for 
group members and other guests, with 
suitable performances from the badgers 
and occasionally from other animals.


We would like to set up a watch 
programme for the 2026 season 
starting in spring and going through 
into autumn. An evening’s viewing will 
be free to our members, but there will 
be a £20 charge for non-members to 
cover the cost of peanuts & peanut 
butter, as well as the general maintenance of the hide.


The number of watches we achieve will mainly depend on us having 
WSBG hosts to organise and escort the small groups of people. So if you 
would like to volunteer to be a badger watch host please do get in touch. 
(wsbg@wsbg.co.uk or 07726 929681 as usual).


If you would like to go and watch at the hide, please note the dates 
already available & how to book. If you can’t make those, please let us 
know as it will help our forward planning for the number of dates needed. 
We can then contact you directly when we have other dates to offer.

MEMBERSHIP 
SUBSCRIPTION 
REMINDER


Thank you for your 
ongoing support of WSBG.  
Your subscriptions help to 
fund the group and enable 
us to protect badgers in our 
area.   


It is helpful if you could 
renew on or around 1st April, 
ideally by standing order to:


West Surrey Badger Group

The Co-operative Bank 
Account No: 65427110 Sort 
Code: 08-92-99  


We prefer to avoid cheques 
if possible as it's becoming 
harder to find a branch that's 
still open to pay them in to! 
But if this is your only option 
then we can still accept 
them.  


If you haven't already done 
so and pay enough tax, 
please consider gift aiding 
your membership 
subscription, as that helps 
us to increase our income at 
no cost to you.  If you are a 
higher rate taxpayer you can 
also reclaim some money 
from your tax bill.


If your email address or 
other contact details 
change, you can let me 
know by emailing

wsbgmembers@gmail.com


Once again thank you for 
your continued support.


Jennie 

(Membership Secretary)


SETT CHECKING – EARN YOUR STRIPES!


You will see from Diary Dates that we’ve a number of opportunities for 
members to get involved in our vital sett checking work. These sessions 
offer both an insight into our work AND useful skills you can use to help 
monitor badger activity in your locality. If you wish to join us, please get in 
contact via email  to wsbg@wsbg.co.uk or text/call 

07726 929681. Further details will follow.

At Frimley Fuel Allotments, we have historic records of up to 8 setts 
that have not been surveyed recently. There is a development proposal 
at this site for Frimley Park Hospital, which will have a devastating impact 
on any badgers present. Hoebridge Golf Course, in Old Woking, has an 
established sett that we use for sett-survey training, so this is a great 
introduction to gaining new skills. The site at Busbridge has several setts 
that have not been surveyed for some time.

© Mike Tibbots
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COME 
ALONG & 
HAVE YOUR 
SAY!


Our Annual General 
Meeting will be held on 
Saturday 18th April at St 
Mark’s Church, Westfield 
Road in Woking, starting at 
1.30 pm. Guest speaker to 
be confirmed and further 
details about parking & how 
to get there will be sent out 
to all members nearer the 
time.

TELL YOUR 
FRIENDS & 
FAMILY ABOUT 
WSBG 
MEMBERSHIP! 
FOR ONLY £10 
THEY WILL HAVE 
ACCESS TO OUR 
EXCLUSIVE 
BADGER- 
WATCHING HIDE 
NEAR TILFORD

The vital role of Local Field Officers in 
protecting badgers

by Clare Harrington, Comms Officer & Local Field Officer

As reported in the last newsletter, badger activity was confirmed using 
trail cams at a known sett on Guildford Golf course, close to where I live 
in Merrow.  The golf course is an area I know very well & has public 
access right across it, meaning that activity of the club’s greenskeepers 
is often under scrutiny! The course sits within Merrow Downs and the 
Surrey Hills Landscape (formerly AONB) and is rich in flora & fauna. 
Badger activity is expanding across the whole area and I monitor field 
signs as I walk there regularly with my two dogs.


On one such walk I noticed large hole and spoil heap of freshly dug soil 
within a “composting area” the greenskeepers use to dump leaves & 
grass cuttings etc. This had all the hallmarks of badger activity so I 
reported my findings to the golf club, requesting they avoid the area until I 
could properly survey it, hoping to also obtain footage of badger activity 
using a trail cam. Long story short, I eventually found a second hole 
behind the first and obtained some fantastic (and often hilarious) footage 
of at least 2 (possibly 3-4) badgers actively using this small sett.


In all, it was a lot of effort on my part to-ing & fro-ing to the area, but this 
was all made worthwhile as I watched the footage. I’ve maintained good 
relations with the Golf Club throughout & plan to walk the course with the 
Head Greenskeeper to advise on badger-friendly practices and what 
signs to look out for in the future. It is very rewarding work and I cannot 
recommend getting involved as a Local Field Officer enough!

Frolicking badger!

“

”
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SEASONAL 
TIPS & 
ADVICE FOR 
THE WINTER


Take care on wet, icy roads 
when driving between dusk 
and dawn.


Female badgers (sows) will 
now be heavily pregnant or 
giving birth, so are less 
active. But, as winter fades 
they will start to be more 
mobile above ground & in 
danger crossing roads. 


Please urgently report any 
dead or injured badgers so 
that our volunteers can also 
check for lactating females 
who might have cubs below 
ground nearby.


WSBG Emergency 
Mobile: 


07726 929681


i WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU!


We would love to include YOU in our quarterly newsletter, so if you have 
any badger-related stories, encounters, photos or advice that you would 
be happy for us to publish in the next edition, please get in contact via 
wsbgcomms@gmail.com and mark your email NEWSLETTER. 

Deadline for submitting content for the spring newsletter is 
Wednesday 15th April 2026.

@

SITUATION VACANT                                                                           
ACCOUNTS AUDITOR REQUIRED


We need a suitably qualified person to carry out an audit of our accounts 
at the end of this financial year, ready for submission to the Charities 
Commission. 


Please let us know if you can help or know someone who can.


Further details via wsbg@wsbg.co.uk. 


The Badger Trust has welcomed this Labour 
government’s proposals to amend the Hunting 
Act & finally outlaw trail hunting. It regards 
badgers as the “forgotten victims” of fox hunting 
due to setts being blocked to prevent foxes 
going to ground. Despite fox hunting with dogs 
being banned since 2004, trail hunting is widely 
regarded as being a “smokescreen” behind 
which foxes & other wildlife continue to be 
terrorised & killed. More information on this can 
be found here.

Any members or volunteers that have attended 
Badger Crime training workshops will have met 
Craig Fellowes MBE. In his role as Wildlife Crime 
and Training Manager at Badger Trust & his work 
for the National Wildlife Crime Unit, he is a force 
to be reckoned with & works tirelessly to stop 
horrendous wildlife persecution & bring 
perpetrators to justice. He has now been 

honoured with the Clark R Bavin Award for his 
long and distinguished career. Congratulations 
Craig! Read more here.

A recent government-commissioned report (The 
Fingleton Review) argues that current nature 
protections “impose unnecessary costs on 
developers who are pursuing infrastructure 
projects”. The Badger Trust is urging us to write 
to our MP and Ed Miliband (Sec of State for the 
Environment & Net Zero) to urge them NOT to 
support & implement the report’s 
recommendations and “help stop the nature 
crisis becoming a catastrophe”. Advice on how 
to email your MP and the Secretary of State can 
be found here.

Sign up for the latest Badger Trust news straIght 
to your inbox here.

BADGER TRUST NEWS IN BRIEF
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GALLERY

We would love to feature your photos in future 
newsletters, so please send them to us via 
wsbgcomms@gmail.com. We look forward to 
receiving them!

Snowy badger prints © C Harrington

EMERGENCY CONTACTS

Police 999

Surrey Police (Wildlife Crime) Call 101 to 
report an incident and ask for the Wildlife Crime 
Officer to be made aware. Make sure you get a 
Crime Reference Number.

Wildlife Aid (Leatherhead) Emergency 
Helpline 01372 360404 or www.wildlifeaid.org.uk

RSPCA 0300 1234 999

WSBG 07726 929681 To report dead/injured 
badgers, suspicious behaviour, or organise a 
rescue.


WSBG COMMITTEE MEMBERS

Bob Shatwell, Chairman 07818 441148 
(wsbgchairman@gmail.com)

Brendon Hollands, Treasurer

Secretary (Nicola), (wsbgsec@gmail.com)

Membership Secretary (Jennie), 
(wsbgmembers@gmail.com)

Communications Officer/Newsletter 
Editor (Clare), (wsbgcomms@gmail.com)


General WSBG enquiries, bookings etc, 
wsbg@wsbg.co.uk  

CONTACT INFORMATION
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